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Chicago - ·Unearthiilg re­
~ search money .in ..the Ghicago 
~ ar~a for the study ~f unidentified_. 
~ flymg objects, J. ··Alien -Hynek 
'!") has found, is abo~t as easy as ' 
~ getting water from~ I~ar rock. ·· 
~ So the nation's pr~mier UFO. 
~ scientist (he's the nation's only 
('. UFO scientist) 'is moving his re­
~ search facilities to. ~ Arizona, 
~ where funds · seem to flow more . 
~ freely. · .. . · · 

"People are _m~re .. _open­
"'-1 minded in Arizona,''" Hynek, 74;· · 
...... said in a elephone interview 
~ from · s new Cent er Jor UFO! 
~ Studi near Scottsdale, which, 

like hi old Center ~for UFO Stud­
ies in orth suburban Evailston~·. 

~ is a few rooms in a private home. 
. "There's ~ore · of a willing- . 
'V\ ness accept new ideas out' here. 
~ than in Chicago, which is a 
~ hotbed • Hynek said . 
. ~ In addition to the use ·of so-. 

, meone's home - the owner 
CQ wants to remain an90ymoU5 -
~ the Northwestern University 

professor emeritus says· he has 
lined up $2 million in research do­
nations, from people in Arizona. ·. · 

The man who· coine'tl the term. 
"dose encounter ·of the thinf 
kind" and served as seiendfiC a~ 
viser for the blockbuster·fum· of 
the same name has-spent the lat­
ter half of his academic career 
researching UFOs. · 

It is a cUriosity that was · 
spawned in 1948, --when the Air 
Force ask~ him ~o sort through 
a growing number : .. of po~tw.ar 
UFO sightings, most . of which 
Hyne~ quickly deduced were .. air- ~ 
craft .Or natural at~ospheric ~ 
flectiQns. · ·. · · · · 

It was . the Jew · sightiqgs he . 
coul~'t explain that intrigued 
him. Another 80,000 or so he has 
since - accumulated continue to 
fuel his interest. 

On the UFO . center's old 
$40,000 ~ual;budget, collect~ 
from ··2;000 die-hard members, 
"we could only. manage to k~p 
the pot simm.~iing on the bac~ .. ~ •. 
fiumer," Hynek ~id, , "Now, in 
Arizona, we1 ~ ··tq. : do, ... much 
more." : ./ .. ; ···· 

At the moinent; ·-HY!lek isr~n-~1, .: .. 
vestigating a case in New ... XC)r:Jf.·. 
where last year and agafu'l th1s . 
spring 900 people independently"·' 
and in geographically diverse lo­
cations reported seeing "a boom-

. erang shape of light as large as a 
: football field." 
· · ~ He is also investigating sight-

-~-ings in Italy. 


